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this Epiſtle is inſcrib'd, were 
11 e Gentile Converts; and as ſuch; 
1 Tag fit Perſons to be warned againſt 
the impure and intemperate Prac- 
of their former State. All the Inhabi- 
ts of the Place were not become Chriſſian, 
they that were; could not avoid having 
verſation with many, both Fews: and 
zeks that dwelt among them: The one 
e zealous enough to; try; > if. they eould 
g them to Fudaite: in certain Rites: and 
emonies of their Lau, and the other to 
ce them corrupt the pure and undefled 
gion they had embraced: The latter of 
ſe the Apoſtle alludes to inthe) Text, with 
ſign to guard againſt any Attempt: from 
t W_ to deprave the en- and 
KNA Emi 
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4 The Melody of the Heart... 
Eminence of x ap Worſhip, Accor, 
ingly. at v. 11. He forbids all Fella 
vith the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, f 
it is @ Shame even to ſpeak of thoſe Tig 
which were done of them in ſecret. 
Theſe abominable Things were th 
Musici dr fr, The riotdus and enormay 
Deeds done in the Feſtivals of their Go 
to "which he particularly deſcends, v. 1 

And be not drunk with Mine, wherein i; 
ceſs; or which is the common Incentive 
Lewdneſs ; both theſe, the Votaries of A 
bus, and the Mother of the Gods (who l 
each. ofcthem'at Epheſus * a Temple dedy 
tod to them) freely mdulg'd, and juſtif 
But he ye filled with-the Spirit, if any ant 
you hath the extraordinary. Gift! of Sing 
by the Spirit, (as f ＋ is aſcrib1 
the Afflatus of the Holy Ge) let him 
erciſe it; however let your Devotion p 
ceed, not from the. Fumes of Intemperat 
but from the inward Frame and Diſpolii 
of a pure Mind, and be expreſſed in ? 
and y and Spiritual Songs:; fo maj 
excite-trac and ſdlid Mirth in the Hewt 
Meloay well-pleafing' to God. 
This I take to be: the genuine Meaning 
the Apoſtle, which makes the Exhortil 
tand, in Oppoſition to the. impure Su 
and ſenſual Ovations in the Hacc banali 

+»: ok oefly avoir) 8 


Alben zus lib. 2. P- 40+ lib. 13. p. 473. T 1 Cor. 14' 


The Mehody of the Heart. 5 
e Heathen : The Reliques of this Intempe- 
ace we find cenſured. by the ſame g Apo- 
e, either in the Agape of the Gentile, or 
the Paſchal Supper of the 8 Con- 
erts of Corinth, which they ſeverally join'd 
ith the holy Euchariſt; and this (by the 
ay) ſhews the Reaſonableneſs (ſince there 
no poſitive Injunction about the Time) 
f making the moſt ſolema and venerable 
\& of Chriſtian Worſhip our Morning Ex- 
rciſe, So ſtudious was the Apoſilè of the 
entiles to avoid all Conformity between 
%½%%ian and Pagan Worſhip, and to preſs 
pon them, ITE off theold Man, which 
Wo corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts, and 
"ng on the new Man which after God is 
rated in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of Truth. 
ut a cloſe Application of the ext in this 
ew (however it might be purſued in many 
Utes to reprove Romiſh Superſtition) can- 
ot be needful among us, who worſhip God 
according to the pure, decent, and ſpiritual - 
anner preſcrib'd and pradftis'd in the Church 
England; yet it may without Exception 
nd ought to be applied, as an authentick 
Rubrick for publick Worſhip among Chri- 
lian, that we may draw near to God, not 
nly with our Lips, but with our Hearts, and 
Ya ſincere Uſe of the Means and Inflru- 


\ 1 Cor, 11. 27, 


ments 
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. at leaſt to ſing to an Harp, or. ſome oth 


. the Judgment of Him who had the Spirit f 


be Father of all ſuch as handle the Harp ad 


Invention of them, Men, began Zo call Us 


* Suid. in voc. JAM. + Gen. 4. 21. 26. : 


a a | Ty 
. \ 


ments of Religion be qualified and Preps 
red. to ſerve Him in our Lives, 
To treat the Fords in this Manner vil 
uit the preſent Occafon; as they may, in th 
natural Conſtruction of them, fairly ſeem y 
allude to it. ESN $054 5 
The Terms, & org and JdAAorec, whic 
we tranſlate. Singing and making Melody, 
60 * properly ſignify, the former barely i 
ſing with the Voice, the latter to play up 


Inſtrument, and conſequently, both together 
imply Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſick ; ul 
the one being added to the other, ſhews (i 


God) the Fitneſs of it to tune the Voice, ad 
eleyate the Heart, that fo in our Religion 
Aſſemblies, we may praiſe God in the mok 
excellent Manner, with the beſt Member thi 
we have, and with the moſt exalted Deg 
of Affection. 1 

The Antiquity of In/?rumental Muſick, il 
its uſe in divine Service, may be, fetch'd fron 
the moſt primitive Records of Time, þ fo 
Jubal, by Deſcent the ſixth from Adam, ui 


Organ (i. e.) He invented String'd and Wi 
Inſtruments of Muſick, and tis to be remark' 
that about the Time, when Moſes fixes tht 


£4 
» #4 


th 


be Name of the Lord. (i. e.) To be more 
rious and frequent in religious Offices, and 
old public k Aſſemblies for the ſolemn Wor- 
ip of God, who made Heaven and Earth. *' 
hat the Uſe of ſuch Infiruments was 
ommon among the Hear hen in the Feaſts and 
xcrifices of their Gods, profane Authors 


or us; || Nahuchadnezzars Decree ran, thi 
" BF har Time they heard the Sound” of the 
el 


wet, Flute, Harp, Sacbut, Pfaltery, Dul- 
mr, and all Kinds of Mafick, they fold 
W down and worſhip : And from the facred 
liſtory we learn the State of the Few} 

Trice both in the Tabernacle and the Jemple, 
ut it became more ſolemn and magnificent, 


devotion of the Heart. This is evident 
om the Book of P/alms, that divine Syſtem 
| Spiritual Songs, directed to, and tuned by 
de beſt Maſters of Mufick, and compos'd 
ith ſuch infinite Variety of Thought and 
xpreſſion, as to ſuit every Occafion of F 
pal Joy, and every poffible Circumſtance 
nd Exigence of human Life; which has 


nd in all Churches of the Saints, as a per- 
ect Mode] of pure Devotion. And ſhould 


cc 


nity) apply theſe ſacred Hymns to pro 


* Parickin Loc. f Plutarchus de Muſics. Athenæus, lib. 14. 
. that 


Dan. 3757 | 
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being adorn'd with all Kinds of Inſtru- 


tental Muſick, as a proper Incentive of the 


terefore been retain'd; and uſed in all Ages, 


e not, (when and where we have oops - 
u 
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ach 


* 
2 


leaſt to juſtify th hi 
It muſt be con þ 


| vith ſtately 
hes, (tho? they had 0 


lake 24.53. f Plin, lib. 1e. Ep. 97. g Euſch. Bel 
Hiſt. lib. 7. cap. 13. | & $4 75 
_ Pit 


The. Melody of the Heart. 9 
y and Munificence of Princes, the Nur- 
Hubers of the Church, 'in After-ages 
&ed, aa Monuments of their own Con- 
tion, and for the publick Profeſſion: of the 
ian Faith: But when Chriſt received 
e Heathen for his Inheritance and his Church 
Countenance and Favour of the Civil 
mers, Organical Muſick: gradually obtain d, 
d was apply d in the publick Aſſemblies 
Chriſtians, to ad vance the Glory of God's 
ame, and inflame the Devotion of his 
I leave Proteſfants Abroad to confute ours 
Home (if there be any ſuch among us) 
at are offended at, and diſlike Church- Hu- 
under the ſtale Pretence of being a 
lit of Popery. The mere Pomp and Pa- 
antry of Worſhip: we leave to that Church, 
hoſe corrupt Principles and Practices we 
we gloriouſly renounced, and ought. ever 
diſcard and abhor: But we muſt at the 
ne Time, do our bittereſt Enemies the 
tice to ſay, that every Uſage in the Church 
Rome is no more ſuperſtitious, than every 
anne receiy'd by them, is Anti- chriſtian; 
d if we muſt reject every Thing which 
cy retain, the Argument, thus ſtretched, 
Il prove too much (an infallible Sign of 
bad one) and: conclude againſt the Faith 
the Holy Trinity, or any other Principle 
the ' Dvftrine: of Chriſt, ſtill (corrupt as 
wy — "EH (NT N 


But 


remain a Monument of the Pety. of its Fon 


- ingly: in all Ages, of the World, had tie 


10 The Melody of the Heart. 

But I need fay no more, and perhy 
have already ſaid too much on this Hey 
to You, who have in Fact expreſvd ya 
Diſpoſition to, and Approbation of Ia 
Devotion, by etecting a magnificent Org 
this Nona of God; and may it ever he 


ders, of the conſummate Art and Skill of tl 


Maker, and of your unfeigned Deſire, he 


- Fa )/ing and make: Melody in your Hear 
the! Lord 3750 
1 ſhall n the preſent Opportuair 


dg To dif 5 thi e Duty, K xeeſleng u 
.Benefts of publick Worſhip. - 

_ &candly „, To ſhew:the-Manner, how w 
may beſt regulate, adorn, a and enſom 
dle Performance of it. 


Fir Let way video the * and len 
Fam Duty of publick Worſhip- 

The — and invincible Inclination 
Mankind to Religion, beſpeaks it to bet 
Property of our Nature, and it has accol. 


Verdict of Reaſon and univerſal Conſent 00 
its Side: That Gad i is, and is to be wor{hip 
ped, is a Truth that no ſound and diſcemiq 
Nind . could e vor doubt, or diſpute: Tis t 
Hal only, or the Evil doer, (whoſe ins 
lar Euſts and Paſſions: prompt him to ſo w 


natural a Wiſh) that youre in bis. oy 
— 4 thet 


Ile Melody of the-Heart. 11 
here -is, 20 God. The abſtrat Idea of 
od is fo bright and glorious, chat it natu- 
ally excites and challenges as its Due, the 
igheſt Eſteem and Vene = a from a reaſon- 
ble and intelligent Mind; and, if we view 
im not only as abſolutely Excellent, but 
related to us by the Exerciſe of the Per- 
ctlons eſſentially inherent in Him, we fec 
he Reaſon, and at the ſame Time feel the 
timate'Gomfort of devout Aﬀe@tions, and 
religious Deportment. | 
Contetnplation of the divine Nature 5 
utributes is a rational Entertainment, and 
ils the Soul with the moſt ſublime Images, 

ut tis the Operation only vi the Underſtand- 
1g, and the Will may at the ſame Time 

e unaffected. Religion is not ſo purely 
ational, as to have nothing to do with the 
eart and Affections: The Diſcernment of 
he Mind myſt expand itſelf; and poſſeſs arid 
ngage all the Faculties of our: Nature; in 

he Service of Him, whoſe Being and Pro- 
erties are ſo demonſtrably evident to it. 
dur Affections and Behaviour too muſt be 
nilar and ſuitable to our juſt C 
the Deity: Piety in the Heart, or à de- 
out Temper and Habit of Mind is (like 
faith without Works) à ſolitary : lifelefs 
Thing, till it breaks forth and diſplays 
{df in-external Signs and Actions, as pro- 
der Expreſſions of internal Gratitude, Re- 
B 2 - vererice, 


— — a _ — | nt — 
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i verence, and Affiance, in the ſupreme Ohjg 
of ſuch correſponding Affections. There | 


very Eſſence of Devotion or religious Wy 


lick, viſible Manner of doing this, as U 


SGod is the univerſal Parent, Guardian, al 


neſs, and Wiſdom, and Grace, diſplayed i 
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- natural Connection, like that of Cauſe u 
ect, between peculiar Excellencies 2 


as to feel theſe moving within itſelf, upon; 
- Cleat View of the Object ſo endued, and t 


ſhip, conſiſts in the actual Exerciſe of they 
towards God, the infinite Source and Stand 
ee, eee 

Thus far Nature and Reaſon, and the Ci. 
ver ſal Conſent of Mankind, will lead wh 
acknowledge the Being, and celebrate t 
glorious Name of God; and the ſame Am 
ments will hold equally ſtrong for the n 


1 * 


doing it at all., 


Benefaſtor of the World, intimately al 
eſſentially preſent for the Support of tk 
whole ' Syſtem of Creatures; * In bin u 
live, and move, and have our Being. Al 
Men ſubſiſt and flouriſh by the unreſtrained 
Influence of his Providential Care and Nw 
ture, and ſhould not we publickly adore, 
do Homage to Him, and cauſe his Name i 
appear gteat, wonderful, and holy, by 2 ff 
lemn Recognition of his Power, and G00 


* Acts 7. 28. th 
U 


gf 
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De Melody of the Heart. 13 
xe Creation, Preſervation, Government, and 
edemption of us? If the Heavens declare 
be Glory of God, and loudly proclaim the 
quiſite Order and Beauty of his Handy- work, 

ould We ſit ſtill, and hold our Peace, and 
all inanimate Nature reprove, and cry out 
us? Is Man the Image and Glory of 
od, and doth He, fooliſh and unwiſe, thus 
quite him that made, and eſtabliſhed, and 
owned him with. Honour, not to publiſh the 
lame of the Lord, and aſcribe ora Great- 
5 wito our God *? 

Since the ſocial Virtucs of Life are ſo oe 
le and neceſſary to the Order, Peace, and 
pppineſs of the World, tis monſtrouſly ab- 
d to ſuppoſe Religion, or the Worſhip of 
dd, to be the only ſolitary odd Thing, that 
d not require Men, tho naturally framed 
Society, to unite and combine together 
the Exerciſe of the ſeveral Parts and 
anches of it. But the Unanimity of all 

zes and Nations in this Practice (which is 
at from a View of all Religions that ever 
ned, how imperfect ſoever in other Points) 
Fnough to evince the natural Senſe and Ob- 

tion of it. And, if we look into Reve- 
ion, the Law of Moſes, by ſeparating — 

6 Times, and Places, for the Worſhip 

God of Iſrael, beſpeaks the publick Mans 

of its nnn without which every 


Deut, 32, 3, 6. 


ſuch 
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ſuch Separation had been inconſiſtent and i 
perfluous. Ar Ne | 

In private ion every Man is his on 
Prieft, every vacant Time from the neceliy 
Buſineſs of Life is his Sabbath; every Pla 
of Retirement; his Sanatur: But the Inſin 
tion of theſe Things does, in the Nature ai 
Deſign of them, ſuppoſe and require a viſit 
open Exerciſe of Religion, ſuch as may u 
dound to the Glory of God, and the commu 
Edification of all that hold and profeſs th 
ſame Faith, who, as Setvants of one comma 
Lord, are bound to appear before him, ul 
to ſeck and adore his Majeſty by a conf 
Attendance and ſtrict Obſervation of tha 
The Temple at Feruſalem, as the Plau 
Worſhip, and the ſolemn Times of repiitiy 
thither were the Bond of Union to cem 
_ diſtinguiſh the Fews as the Pepp 


If we carry our View yet higher, and pi 
from the Type and Shadow to the Truthwi 
Subſtance of Spititual Worſhip 3 if we {uny 
the Glory and Excellency of the Gy Dh 
penſation; the very Notion of a Chiu 
Church implies a religions Society, a (cl 
Body of Men, not of the World, but cl 
aut of it, dedicated in a folemn Mann 
and aſſembling themſelves together for # 

Worſhip and Service of Ged thro' C 
The infinite Variety of Members in 7 


« 
> 
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—_ 


on Cement ta join and knit them together, 
that one Body; of which Chriſt is the Head: 
od tho' Unity of Faith and Hope, and mutual 
hatity, be neceſſary and effectual to this End, 
t how ſhall they be diſtinguiſhed, and appear 
d be. what theſe Qualifications really malo 
zem, but by external Communion. in prblich 
& of Profeſſion and Worſhip, as a viſible 
leans and Manner of declaring to the World 


— 
— 


ay than by a common joint Exerciſe of 58. 
pion among the Members of it. 

Upon this Principle the firſt. Converts-to 
priſtiancty, having Faith, were not contene 
rap it to themſelves, but contmued ffed- 
fly in the Apoſtles Dotirine and Fellow. 


a = A a = Kt == = FT It I @2© _ £-=. e 


confeſſing Chraſt before Men, and calling 


Ned by that only Name under Heaven gi ven 
ong Men for this glorious End. Agrecably 
which primitive Pattern * Irenæus deſcribes 


= = = 2 = bt 


ofeſſion, and Worſhip, Tho it be diſperſed 
oug hout the whole iure, tis pg 
| lt in one Houſe, baving one Soul, and one 
art, and one Month. How then can 2 
tian ſupport that TERS or not re- 


ib. 1. cap. 3. 


Se 


ly ſuhſiſting apart, muſt have lome com: 


hoſe they are and whom they ſerve? A 
ligious Society can ſubſiſt, as fuch, no other 


, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers: 
the Name of tie Lord, as a Means of being 


Unity of the Church by Identity of Faith, 


U 
4 - — — - — —— ———— — — Oo 
— 


Deſertion, a Step towards what it may end in 


the Conſtitution and Ends of them, but Ma 


vice is the higheſt Pitch and Perfection of 
That is the greateſt Honour wbich is m 


\ 
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proach the worthy ˙ Name by which He is ci. 
led, when he wilfully forſakes the public 
Aſſemblies for Chriſtian Worſhip, wherein 
not to appear and make a Part, is a temporgy 


total Apoſtacy; ſince the Guilt! and Danger a 
neglecting this: Duty is highly aggravatcd by 
the excellent and beneficial Nature of it, 

- -'Tis the peculiar Privilege of Man, wherdy 
he is exalted above the reſt of tlie viſibte Cres 
tion, in Order of Being and Excellenq d 
Nature, to be capable of glorifying God b 
free and propet Acts of Homage and Ado 
tion. All othet:Beings' do indeed pſi 
declare his Glory, as they bear the Charattn 
of infinite Power / and Wiſdom diſplayed it 


alone is the Subject of real Piety, and a, 
by the active Powers of a devout Heart all 
Voice, ſet the whole Frame of Nature, al 
make it (like a well tuned Inſtrument) pu 
the Praiſes of the common Creator. 

Divine Worſhip- is the moſt excellent Pat 
of Religion, becauſe it has the tranſcend 
Exccllencics and Operations of God for its 
mediate Object, and the So/empity of our Xt 


ſignal, publick, and notorious, ſuitable to 
diffuſive Nature and Influence of thoſe Ext 
lencies, which are the Reaſon and F on 
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hi is (in the genuine Senſe of the Phraſe) 
come before him in the Place that he hath 


rel 

% to gut his Name there, i. e. in every 
| in ce made by being appropriated to his Ho- 
r fur and Service, relatively holy; and there 


ſupplicate His Majeſty, and celebrate his 


d in one common well-digeſted Form of 
erotion, is in a» more eminent Degree, in 
e moſt exemplary and acceptable Manner, 
make his Praiſe. glorious: There God is 
ore eſpecially, preſent; T7 bere He requires out 
tendance; There We are taught and en- 
raged to expect his Bleſſing in the n 
| Effu on of his Gifts and Graces. | 

When. the Apaſtles . were with one Hitind 
one Place *, the Holy Ghoſt came upon 
m for the general Illumination and Bene- 


three are gathered together in Chriſt's 
lame, (i. e.) in every Aſſembly of the Faith- 
He is in ile midſt of them, ever ready 
d able, by the Preſence of his Spirit, and 
Miniſtration of bis Angels, to aſſiſt and 
tort them, and by his meritorious Inter- 
lion to ſpecd their Petitions, and procure 


Name. 
Thus the X ing dim of Heaven affcreth 
olence, and is taken by the united Force 
0 Feryor of common Der otion. 

Acts * > 


To wotſhip God in the Beauty of Ho. 


odnels, with one Heart, and one Voice, 


of the World; and at all times where i220 


them whatſoever: they 4 the Father in 


1 | C 


—œ—L—y— ſ ſ : —— n ꝗ⅛—2 2 . —- 


18 The Melody of the Heart. 


. God is not. worſhipped by Men as thy i 
needed any thing, ſeerg he grueth to all [if 
and Breath, and all things *: We do by 
make a Virtue of our Weceſſities, and ſon 
him for our own. Sake, that our Indigeng 


— 


and Dependance may be ſupplied and (tad 
by hir Fulneſs and All ſufficiency. 

Ihis Motive to Godlineſs holds equily 
true with reſpect to the common Exigenti 
of our natural State, and of our fpiritual li 
and Growth in real Holineſs: All our Viruy 
(which in the Chriftian. Style arc tem 
Graces) have the ſame ſort of Dependama 
upon the Holy Spirit, as out natural Acta 
have upon the ordinary Concurrence of Gu 
to ſuſtain the Faculties of our Nature in Bein 
and Operation: Tis He alone g hat hoids w 
Souls in Life, and diſpoſeth them effectui 
to will and to do that which is well - pleaſt 
in his Sight; and He is -cafy of Acceſe, ad 
giveth liberally, and upbraideth not, all ſpit 
tual and temporal Bleſſings to them that faith 
fully call and depend upon Him. 

God Delight is in them that fear li 
and put their Truſt in his Mercy, and ti 
are the true Worſhippers, the conſtant Au. 
dants on his Service, and devout Partaken d 
his Ordinances, and (if they rightly apply l 
Means) more perfect Doers of his Word u 
Will; for the Exerciſes of Piety have a pit 
miſcd Efficacy to diſpoſe and enable us" 
practiſe our ſelves, and promote in others! 


' 8 07.137; T 
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Winds of moral Goodneſs and Rightcoulneſs: 
nd, for the Matter of. Praiſe, (the moſt 
pious and exalted Subject of Devotion) This 
the pions Language of Happy Creatures bea- 
ad at preſent: by the divine Indulgence of 
| manner of cemporal Bleſſings, and by the 
Near Light and ſure Hope of Life and Immor- 
lity in Reverſion; for this alſo ſhall be the 
eligion, and a conſtituent Part of the Hap» 
acls of Heaven, when Faith and Hope ſhall 
0 abſorb d in immediate Viſion, and actual 
„tion; when Raptures of Adoration and 
% ſhall be ſupplied, and fed with Fulneſs 
%% for evermors. 91 
, I proceed NOW, 240). n inen | 
To ſhew how we may beſt regulate, adorn, 
s enforce the Performance of this Duty. 

l the publick Worſhip of God be a Work 
nutional and befitting, and indecd inſcpa- 
bie from an humble, grateful Senſe ot the 
WF rivative and dependent Condition of our 
ing; if it be ſo excellent in Kind, and bene- 
ial in its Influence, on the natural and 
oral State of things, ſuch a juſt. Apprehen- 
Jon of it is a ſtrong Plea, not only for the 
ing itſelf, but alſo for Regularity and Ex- 
aneſe, Grace and Ornament, Vigour and 
bearfulneſs in our Service: And whatever 
py naturally tend, or by Conſent or 
uthority be deemed meet to anſwer theſe 
urpoſes, comes under the general Obligation 
divine Worſhip, as inſtrumental and ſub- 
rient to one and the ſame End, the —_ 
| | & it 2 8 
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of God, who is not the Author of Conſaſu 
but of Order aud Peace in all - Churches q 
the Jaints. rite LN 

The Notion' of purely mental and ſpii. 
tual Worſhip, is all Rapture and Ext, 
refined above the preſent Powers and Cap 
cities of human Nature, and inconſiſten 
with the publick Exerciſe of Religion, when 
by God is moſt eminently honoured, af 
Man edified: Whilſt we carry theſe Bodi 
about us, by which our Souls are clog'd a 
| depreſs'd, tis meet we ſhould uſe all An 
and Advantages, ' that have any Tendengy 
to ſpirit and enliven our Devotion. Re 
gion would be an empty and uncertain Nam 
if bereaved of outward and bodily Worſhi, 
ſince we have need to be aſſiſted in the high 
eſt Acts of it, by ſenſible Means and Objed, 
by ſolemn Signs and Circumſtances of Adin, 
which naturally tend to fix the Attention 
to expreſs our inward Meaning, and diſply 
the Strength and Vigour of our Aﬀetion 
Hence it is, | 
That all reyeal'd inftituted Religion 
by the Wiſdom of God, who knoweth in 
Frame, accommodated to the preſent mint 
State of Life, where immortal Spirits are er 
bodied, and train'd up, that by the inter 
Operation of our Faculties, and external I 
ſtruments and Aſſiſtances of Senſe, we mi 
ſerve God acceptably here, and be cxalt 
and bleſſed for ever hereafter. Even i. 
der the pureſt Diſpenſation of Trut 


anl 
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ad Holineſs, there are ſome few poſitive 
aſtitutions, deſigned as Means and Pledges 
f Grace, and Marks and Evidences of Com- 
nunion with Chrif# our Head, and with one 
nother, as Members of his Body; and by it 
Il ſuch external Rites and Ordinances are 
e&1low'd, as are ſuitable to the Simplicity of 
he Goſpel, and to the Wants and Benefit of 
+ Profeſſors, who according to it, worſhip 
bod in Spirit and in Truth, with inward 
Purity, and outward Order and Peace. A 
ſeraphick Love or Service is fit only for 
\ngels, and for the humble, diſtant Imitation 
f us Mortals, who are made lower than thoſe 
lorious Spirits in the Quality of our Nature, 


ind the Degree of our Attainments, who con- 
1-8 of Fleſh as well as Spirit, and muſt glo- 


fy God in our Body and in our Spirit, which 
re God's, * purchaſed by the Blood of his 
on, and entitled to future Bliſs, as the 
racious Recompence of preſent Duty, when 
ur Bodies ſhall by the Spirit of Chri/ be 
juickened, and re- united to our Souls, and 
oth be glorified together with Him. 

The vital Union of Soul and Body con- 
titutes the Man, and ſettles a conſtant De- 
endance of. Operation and Motion, between 
em, and as they both partake of the-moral 
tions of Virtue and Vice, and ſhall be 
ther happy or miſerable together in the 
alt Event of Things, ſo tis fit they ſhould 
oncur in the preſent Means of Sanctification 
1 Cor. 6. 20. 


and 
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and Salvation. The Soul being the prin 
pal Agent, uſes the Body as its Inſtrumey 
to diſcover and expreſs by viſible Signs a 
Geſtures its 'own latent Diſpoſitions and ll. 
tentions; and this is ſo far from debaſig 
the Purity and Acceptableneſs of divine War 
ſhip, that it cannot become pub lick and en 
emplary but by outward and bodily Exercit 
So that the Injunction and Obſervance d 
ſignificant, decent, and edifying Modes ai 
Ceremonies is, in the Nature of the Thing 
neceſſary to form a compact Body of Wo. 
ſhipers, and to prevent any Interfering, a 
Diftraction from the Variety of Mens Notions 
or the Levity, and wanton Liberty of follows 
ing every one hisown Humour, or Sentiment 
If the Body be thus concerned as the Inſtr 
ment of the Sonl, in paying the Tributed 
Homage and Worſhip to God, the Make 
and Preſerver of both; how can ſuch exi- 
nal Performances be regular and exact int 
Multitude aſſembled together for this End 
but by an uniform Agreement in the J. 
ſures and Geftures of it; And how ſigni 
cant is a Variety in theſe to diverſify ti 
Manner of our Addreſs? In profeſſing ol 
Faith, how proper is it to ſtand erect in Bi 
to expreſs our Readineſs and Reſolution IP” 
defend it? In Confeſſion and . Deprecatio 
how eaſily does the humble and cont! 
Heart betake itſelf to Kneeling, and Pu 


ſtration? How natural is it to bow when e 
do Obeiſance; and in all Our Wants to lf 
. 4 10 


The Melody of the Heart. 23 
p our Hands: and Eyes to Heaven, whence 
meth our Help? And, 
As the Body is thus aptly ned for the 
blick ſolemn! Exercife of religious Duties, 
from the ſame general Reaſon we may 
trie the Lawyſulneſs, and Ex pediency of 
wfcal Harmony, to modulate: the Voice, 
id excite the Aﬀections, and inſpire us with 
ly Zeal and Ardour in ferving/and- praiſing 
Ic God of Glory, the Author of Peace, and 
over af Concord. Ast v 
Speech is the peculiar 'E alent of Mankind, 
id is then tht Voice of - Excellency, when 
nployed in addreſſing the God of Heaven, 
d declariog the Praiſe. of. | bis | Fee 
orks i Cod indecd knometh what Thing 
ve need of, before aue a. * He 1 ths 
er our Words to inform, nor our Perſuaſi ves 
move Him; but he hath made Asking the 
ly and reaſonable Term of Receiving, 
at when natural Impotence reminds us of 
r Wants, we may not neglect the Duty 
recognizing Him, as the Source and Foun- 
in of Good. *Tis not fit, tis Preſumption 
| us to expect, that God - ſhould give 
hat we either as not, or ak ' amiſs, or 
ould abuſe, when receiy'd at his Hands. 
vocation is a proper 75% of our Faith and 
pendance, as Praiſe is of our grateful Ac- 
ptance, and religious Uſe of his Gifts. And 
th what Vigour and Alacrity of Heart and 
dice, ſhould v we inyake, and bleſs the God 
* Matth. 6. 8. 
of 


, Petitioner beſpeaks a Denial rather than | 
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24 The Melbdy of the' Heart. 
of all our Mercies, and all "our Praiſes ? J 
be cool and careleſs is to difhonour God, ay 
diſparage his Service; a ſaint and indifferen 


gracious Anſwer, and an unaffected: Receive 
Nights the Bleſſing he receives, and juſh 
forfeits the Continuance of it. 
Whatever then is fitted to the true End 
of Devotion, is both laudable and piou 
If human Voice be the natural Organ 0 
ublick Prayer and Praiſe, Singing is a mon 
ntenſe and emphatical Way of ' Speaking 
and may by artificial Notes be improved ii 
as to become ſtill more expreſſive and me: 
lodious, ſuited at once to pleaſe the Ear, au 
engage the Heart and Affections. To ſped 
at all is ſuperfluous in reſpect of God, who 
privy to our moſt retired Meditations ; but i 
neceſſary and beneficial among Men, wha 
they: meet to adore Him; and Gd denies u 
no kind of Happineſs, but hath, in the N. 
ture of Things, ſeaſoned our Duty with H 
light, and is well. pleaſed with our Seri pr: 
if by innocent Arts, and the additional In- 
provement of natural Gifts, the Solemmniij diſſe 
Religion may be advanced, and the Peopt ſor 
edified. 6 ws = 8 lt! 4 
Such a Means Mufical Inſtruments have, l 
all Parts and Ages of the World, been foum 
to be, and eſpecially the Organ, the mil be 
comprehenſive. of all other, for which Re. 


ſon it has been appropriated to the Serviced Wor 


the Sanctuary, and made the 7; nſtrument ut 
God in his own Houſe. 8 Out 


our Paſſions are implanted in us by the 
4, Wb: Compounder of our Being, on purpoſe 
fere invigorate all kinds of Action, and why 
dan t out virtuous and religious Performances 


ever 8nd theſe have all a neceſſary Dependence: on 
ternal ſenſible Impreſſions to excite and 


%, ſuiting the Method of its Inſpiration, 
ter and convey heavenly Truths to us by 


nous Avenue to the Soul: How ſablime is 
ab, how pathetical Feremah, how ters 
%% Ezekiel, and how tender Daniel, in 
me-Weir Corrections and Predictions, and in all 
au eir Addreſſes to the Reaſon and Paſſions 
BF Mankind? not to mention other Writers, 
oed by the fame Spirit of Knowledge and 
t evelation. And in the ordinary Courfe of 
ve Wings, how. neceflarily is the Mind affected 
u ben the Paſſions are applied to, and raiſed, 
„ad how ſuſceptible are hey of the powerful 


fluences of Mufick ? That there is a na- 
ral Sympathy, and mutual Cauſality be- 
deen human Affections and harmonious 
dunds, I need not undertake to prove, fince 
dne can diſpute what every one in ſome 
egree feels within himſelf: Tis the Work 
Nature defign'd for our Benefit, and im- 
able by Art, according to the Objects 
ey are fixed upon; and Pity indeed it is, 
t the nobleſt Incentive of the beſt Paſ- 
ans ſhould be applied to any, but the beſt 


poſes, to the Exaltation of true Piety 


D and 
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icken them. Thus we find the Spirit of 


this Frame of our Nature, and ſeeking. to 


.. 
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and Devotion, 'or to exhilarate the Min 


The bad Effects of Harmony every wiſe fr 


warlike Atchievements: However this be, ts 


laden with Cares and overwhelmed wi 
Sorrows, and raiſe. it by every innocent Kin 
and Degree of Joy and Gladneſs. 


rent and Guardian knows, and fears, when d 
wantonlyapplied to deprave the Minds andVa 
ners of tender Novices in ſenſible Aluremem 
and Delights; and why _ not mufical Tun 
be as effectual in the Temple as inthe Theatr! 
Why nat ſerve the holy Purpoſes of Am 
and. Tranſport in Devotion, as well as Len 
of Humour and Deſire in the Scenes of U 
ver/ion © The Improvement of Religion a 
Virtue, as well as the Propagation of Van) 
and Vice? That which is mere Poiſon i 
ſome Caſes and Circumſtances, may be 5 
tempered and applied, as to have an heli; 
Virtue, and be a ſalutary and ſovereign Med: 
cine. Even Religion itſelf (the beſt Thing 
in the World) by being perverted, becoms 
the worſt, as when it degenerates into Hy 
criſy, Superſtition, or Enthuſiaſm. * The 
nergy of Muſick has been celebrated by tix 
Antients, as ſufficient to quell ſeditious Com 
motions, to cure Diſeaſes, to ſtop the Raf 
of peſtilential Contagion, and to form id 
prepare the Mind for great and eminent I. 
tainments in moral Excellencies, as well a 


certain in Experience, that the Power of iti 
great and wonderous to quiet and compo 
_ * Plutarchus de Mufici Athenzus, lib. 14. 0 


— 
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ze Tumult of the Spirits, and to raiſe them 
hen flat and heavy. And from-the moſt 
thentick Hiſtory we learn, that holy Men 
ſed ſuch Helps to make them ſedate and + 
earful, and fit to receive divine Inſpirations ; 
ws Eliſba's Indignation at the Preſence of 
ehoram, an idolatrous King, was laid by the 
laying of an Inſtrument, and the Hand of the 
rd came upon bam * 3 and in general the 
rophets propheſied (i. e.) praiſed God (as 
te Word ſignifies) with & P/a/teries, with 
larps, and with Cymbals, and all Kinds of 
ſtruments, + as powerfully aſſiſtant in ſpi- 
tual Songs and Melody. | 
It would be endleſs, as well as needleſs, to 
jumerate the various Orders and Courſes of 
ngers and Muſicians appointed by King Da- 
4 (the Man after God's own Heart) and by 
Momon his Succeſſor (once the moſt magnifi- 
nt Worſhipper of the true God) by whom 
ij delightful Art was ſo highly advanced and 
gnified and (as it were) conſecrated to the 
rvice of the Temple, and of him that dwelt 
erein, filling the Houſe with the Grace 
Id Glory of his Preſence. If then ſpeaking 
d finging the Praiſes of God, be an eſſen- 

ll and principal Part of divine Worſhip, 

hy ſhould ir be thought to depreciate the 
&, or detract from the Reality and Purity 
Devotion, to have the Powers of Nature 
liſted, the Voice formed, and the Heart ela- 
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ted by the Symphony of artificial Sound 
whereby inanimate Creatures are adapted y 
join and concur with rational, in giving Gln 
to God? For, after all, 
The true and laudable Uſe of Maſſcal l. 
ſtruments in Religion, is not to gratify th 
curious Ear with the Variety and Harmon 
of the Compoſition, but, that the Soul; 
Spirit, may be more intenfely, and more j 
gorouſly affected with the Senſe of Gu 
Love and Goodneſs. The fineſt Mufrt i 
in itſelf,” but artfully beating the Air, ul 
tickling the Ear, only a mechanical Exeni 
of our Senſes and Pafſions, till it inſpires ik 
Heart with internal Piety, Purity and Zul 
- Nay, to draw near to God with our Lf 
to ſing with the Voice, and rejoyce at t 
Sound of the Organ, when the Heart is w 
affected, and far from him, is mere Hy 
criſy, and Abomination in Worſhip : Th 
ftretching out the Hands, the lifting up ti 
Eyes, and uncovering the Head, ate h 
Signs and Ceremonies; the Mouth, the To 
the Voice, are as very Inftruments, as tk 
Strings and Pipe, tis the Sou that muſt nyM 
nify the Lord, tis the Spirit that muſt » 
Joice in God our Saviour, When the Fuß 
Devotion is kindled within us, when we oi 
ſelves are enflamed, and prepared for u 
Work, then is the 2 then is it tau 
and devout to g and give Praiſe ; ti & 
Melody of the Heart actuated and incralii 


© Job 21. 12+ 3 
_ 1 
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| theſe ral and artificial In ruments, that 
. juſt 2 the ane of 2 Devotion, 
ln d mount it up to Heaven, as a Savour off. 4 
peek Smell, well-pleaſing to Gad. 
uss ſhall the Fruit of our Lips appear "ey 
rand comedy, Beaatiful, and glorious, 
= with one Mind, and one Mouth, we glo- 
b, wen the Father of our Lord Feſus 
6 rift, thro! whom we hape Acceſs by one Spi- 
y t, and. for whoſe Sake we ſhall be accepted, 


7 — ſaid what I intended concerning 
Ds of publick Worſhip, and the decent 
11 dd devout Performance of it, and ſhall relieve 
a” Patience after a brief Exhortation, to 
1 gulate the Manner of our devotional Muſick, 


d to extend the Beauty of" wee; to Pu- 
y of Life and Manners. © | 
Firſt, Are we commanded to fing and EY 
ch in our Heart to the Lord? Then this 
ing an Act of divine Worſhip, whereby 
We rchearſe the Value, and proclaim our 
Watctul Senſe of his Benefits, fhould be done 
g 2 Poſture of Body defiring it er Pro- 
fon and Adoration, 
When the Lovites waited cn their Offices 
ith Inſtruments of Muck! of the Lord, and 
e Prieſis ſounded Trumpets before them, all 
rael flood ; that being their uſual, ' and ap- 
oved Manner of Worſhip, when they prai- 
God . Sitting in any Euchariſlical Act of 
votion is warranted by no Example, but 
t of g he Man of Sin, who ſes at receiv- 
e, N 54+ y » Caron? * 5 n 
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30 The Melody of the'Heart. 
ing the bleſſed Sacrament, or perhaps of ſome 
Proteſtants, who yet contend for it rather x 
a Table Geſture, than as a proper Poſture in 
divine Worſhip; but they would do well io 
conſider, whom they have for a Precedent. 
In P/a/mogy let us ſtand ere in Bog, i 
lifting up holy Hands and Eyes, as naw i 
Signs of Elevation of Soul, with an humble 
Confidence and awful Reverence waiting, tht i 
our Prayers and Praiſes may aſcend up u 
Heaven, as Incenſe before the Throne, and 
derive the Light, and Peace, and Joy, of God; 
Countenance upon us. 

But, as Authority hath not enjoined this 
every one is left at Liberty; only let him 2. 
tend to the Reaſon of the Thing, and upon 
this View we may truſt every pious and de. 
vout Mind to determine the outward Pradtice, 
ſince the Matter of the (ſhould it be, 2 
it very rarely is, purely Hiſtorical) by tix 
Manner and End of our ſinging, is made Dt: 
wvotional ; however, it cannot reaſonably c“ 
fend even the weak, that we thus mean t0 
pay a peculiar Reverence to the Word of Gul, 
when we ſpeak. to Him, or of Him, in Pain, 
and Hymns, and ſpiritual! Songs, compolei 
by Men divinely inſpired. | 

_ 24ly. As our Devotion ſhould not be cin 
and till without Mixture of Fervency and A. . 
fection, ſo let not our Foy in the Lord, 1] 
ſerving him with Gladneſi, by Singing and 
Muſick, be light and theatrical, bur grave, {0 
lemn, and ſerious, that the very Mode 


our Veneration may be it ſelf venerable | 
| | | l 
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Since the Organ, for its Excellency and 
omprehenſiveneſs, hath been adopted into 
he Service of Chriſtian Worſhip, let the 
and that plays it, know its Bounds, and 
nake it miniſter to the End of true Devo- 
oa, to the Delight and Edification of the 
cople, that we may by its Means be pleaſed 
Nur ſelves, and be well · pleaſing to God, by 
Wcing more attentive, vigorous, and devout, 
recording his Mercies, and glorifying his 
ame. | ” 
Let not the Harmony of its Sounds be 
Wisking, airy, or ludicrous, which tends to dif- 
pate the Thoughts, and break the Attention 
fthe Mind ; but let it be always accommo- 
ted to the pure and heavenly. Matter, and 
d the ſublime and majeſtick Style of thoſe 
ine Pſalms and Hymns that are appointed 
be ſung to it; ſo ſhall it ſerve to raiſe and 
flame the beſt Affections of our Nature, our 
dye, our Joy, our Admiration, and to pro- 
ote the Melody of: the Heart, and render it 
grateful Offering to God, the Searcher and 
dge of it. But to finiſh all, 
Let our Religion thus ſeated in the Ground 
the Heart, and ſolemnly exctciſed, appear 
W the Practice of Univerſal Holineſs and 
bteouſneſs of Life. We then worſhip 
d moſt acceptably and effectually, when we 
the Light of our good Works, done out 
Veneration of him, /o, ſhine before Men, 
to provoke them alſo 0 glorify Him, by 
iy of Imitation and Emulation; we then 
1 advance 


Mm! the.Glovy of. Goo, "hot 41 #od'y 
an Ned and in Truth. F 1 121 
et us come & with all the Dole * 
Mind i into the Courts of. the Lom Hoof 

' -worſhip before Him, and when we arc ow 
it, let whe Charms of Mao (the gta 
Concomitant: flour Service) abide vir 
to lay the cyili Spirit of Diſcord, and to 
ſon out hole Converiation with Lowe f 
Hentleneſs, Peace and Forbearange, 
and Delight. 

Let our Religious Aﬀections! be Al w 
"plonecd: into out Lives. If we believe; leh 
alt b Faith, and not by Sight: If wel 
and: Love Gaa, let us efthew Emil, and 
Him: If we;truſt:in, and call upon nic 
gur Prayets and dur Endeavours be itil 4 
rable; that we may offer and preſent uni 
Lord, the moral Oblation of our ſelues f 
Souls and Badies, to be a reaſonable, l 
and living: Sacrifice unto Him 

So ſhall we be found meet, from wall 
— with God, to be tranflated into the þ 
venly Choir, To ng Satvation to bm 
fateth upon the Throne, and: into 160.2 
yer: ever and ver. 

Naw, Bleſſed” be the. a High, 
Praiſed and Honoured be He aa 
for ever, whoſe Dominion 15: an Et 
Dominion, and his Kingdow Fan e 
N 2 101163 
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